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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the effects of an activity-based learning program on developing
purchasing-related social skills in Grade 9 students with autism at Srinakharinwirot University Prasarnmit
Demonstration School (Secondary School). The participants consisted of three students with autism who
demonstrated deficiencies in purchasing-related social skills and were enrolled in Grade 9 during the second
semester of the 2024 academic year. The research instruments included a purchasing behavior observation form,
learning activity plans, and a purchasing behavior assessment in simulated scenarios. Data were analyzed by
comparing students’ purchasing abilities before and after the implementation of the activity-based learning
program using percentage and mean statistics.

The results revealed that, prior to the intervention, all three students exhibited low levels of purchasing
skills, especially in areas related to planning, checking product details, and communicating with sellers. Student
1 demonstrated basic skills in some areas but lacked precision in execution. Student 2 showed significant
limitations across nearly all behaviors, while Student 3 had pronounced difficulties at every stage and was
unable to perform most purchasing-related behaviors. Following the intervention, all students demonstrated
noticeable improvements in their purchasing skills. Student 1 showed continuous progress, performing several
purchasing behaviors correctly at a rate of up to 100%. Student 2 exhibited clear advancement in areas
previously unachievable and performed moderately to highly correct behaviors in several categories. Although
Student 3 still faced certain limitations, the student showed marked improvement in key skills such as making
payments, selecting products, and queueing to purchase, compared to their baseline performance. These findings
suggest that an activity-based learning approach integrating storytelling and simulated scenarios is effective in

enhancing purchasing abilities in students with autism.

Keywords: Autistic students, shopping, story-based learning, simulations
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