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A Study of Factors Affecting the English-Speaking Ability of Grade 6 Students
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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the factors affecting the English-speaking ability of Grade
6 students. The participants were 50 Grade 6 students from WatTamru Mittraphap 65 School,
under the Samut Prakan Primary Educational Service Area Office 1, in the academic year 2024.
They were selected through convenience sampling. The research instrument was a
questionnaire designed to examine factors influencing students’ English-speaking ability. Data
were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including mean, percentages, and standard deviation.
The results showed that the most influential factor was instruction and the English teacher,
which was rated at a high level (M = 3.98). The highest-rated item indicated that the teacher
does not criticize or reduce students’ confidence when they make speaking mistakes (M = 4.16).
These findings emphasize the essential role of supportive teaching practices. When teachers
avoid discouraging comments and actively build student confidence, learners become more

willing to speak and show greater improvement in their English speaking ability.
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