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A Study of Early Childhood Teachers’ Challenges in Teaching English Pronunciation
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the challenges in English language instruction at the
early childhood level, with a particular focus on the teaching of English word pronunciation.
The participants consisted of 26 early childhood teachers who taught Kindergarten 3 in
schools under the Dvaravati group, affiliated with the Bangkok Primary Educational Service
Area Office. The research instrument was a five-point scale questionnaire comprising three
dimensions: teacher-related, learner-related, and external factors. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, including mean (M) and standard deviation (SD). The results revealed
that the most significant challenges affecting instructional practices were external factors
(M = 3.48), followed by teacher-related factors (M = 3.01), and learner-related factors (M =
2.63), respectively. The key findings further indicated that the top three challenges within the
external factors included parents’ inability to consistently review or practice English word
pronunciation with their children (M = 3.58), insufficient opportunities for early childhood
teachers to participate in professional development related to teaching English word
pronunciation (M = 3.58), and limited time allocated in the activity schedule for continuous
pronunciation practice (M = 3.27). These findings emphasize the necessity for stakeholders to
recognize these issues and provide adequate support to enhance the effectiveness of English

language instruction for early childhood learners.

Keywords: Challenges, English pronunciation, Early childhood teachers
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